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The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Contact: Aja Estrada
(509) 750-6318
Aja.Estrada@lls.org


Fundraiser To Benefit Scott Firefighter Stairclimb Participant, Those Fighting Blood Cancer
Fundraiser allows community to help support local firefighters, those stricken with a blood cancer
October 18, 2016 – What began 26 years ago as a small, local fundraising event for the Washington/Alaska Chapter of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society has evolved into one of the world’s most physically challenging competitions, attracting firefighters from all 50 states, Canada, Europe and the Pacific. Dressed in 50 pounds of “bunker gear” including helmet, fireproof coat and pants, breathing apparatus and air tanks used in fighting fires, these firefighters will climb the Columbia Center Tower’s 69 floors of stairs – that’s 788 feet of vertical elevation and 1,356 steps.  

The Scott Firefighter Stairclimb has raised over $10 million dollars since its inception. Funds raised have helped develop new, more effective, less toxic treatments for patients with blood cancers. Since its founding in 1949, LLS has helped double, triple or even quadruple survival rates for some forms of blood cancer. Yet more needs to be done. Over 1 million Americans are currently battling a blood cancer and it’s the number three cause of cancer death, with leukemia alone causing more deaths than any other cancer among children and young adults under the age of 20. Every three minutes someone is diagnosed with a blood cancer, and every ten minutes someone dies.

Just like they rush in during a fire emergency, DEPARTMENT/PARTICIPANT NAME, are rushing in to help raise crucial, life-saving funds for blood cancer patients and researchers. The LOCAL COMMUNITY can help DEPARTMENT/PARTICIPANT NAME by attending the upcoming fundraiser listed below.

WHO: The WA STATE fire department  
· List Department Name or Individual Fundraiser Name

WHAT: Take over pizza night at Chico’s Pizza. All proceeds from the Some Like It Hot specialty pizza will be donated to the WA STATE Fire Department Scott Firefighter Stairclimb fundraising efforts.
· Briefly describe your fundraising event and always mention where the proceeds are going.

WHEN: Friday, January 6, 2016 5-11pm
· List date, time

WHERE: Chico’s Pizza- 123 Main Street, Anywhere, WA 98857
· List location address

WHY: The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s (LLS) Scott Firefighter Stairclimb is a major fundraising campaign whose goal is to raise $2.7 million in 2017. Each participant is asked to raise a minimum of $300 as an individual to help further LLS’ mission. Currently LLS funds more than 340 research projects around the world and provides financial, emotional and educational support to patients, their families and caregivers.  
       
About The Scott Firefighter Stairclimb
[bookmark: _GoBack]Entering its 26th year, The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Scott Firefighter Stairclimb is hosted by the Columbia Center Tower and is an exhilarating, consistently sold-out event, providing an opportunity for 1,925 Firefighters from all over the world to test themselves – in full combat gear – on the 69-floor event course in support of the LLS mission: Cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease and myeloma, and improve the quality of life of patients and their families.

Showing they have huge hearts, these fundraising firefighters conquer 1,356 steps and 788 feet of vertical elevation to reach the top, testing their physical strength and mental resolve, while fulfilling the campaign’s motto: Climb. Conquer. Cure.

About The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society ® (LLS) is the world’s largest voluntary health agency dedicated to blood cancer. Its mission: Cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma, and improve the quality of life of patients and their families. LLS funds lifesaving blood cancer research around the world and provides free information and support services to patients and their families.  

Major LLS fundraising campaigns include Team In Training, Light The Night Walk, School & Youth, Man & Woman of the Year and Leukemia Cup Regatta. To reach the widest possible audience, LLS partners with national and regional level companies and brands, including Nike, Disney, Burlington and others.
Founded in 1949 and headquartered in White Plains, New York, LLS has chapters throughout the United States and Canada including the local Washington/Alaska chapter in Seattle, WA. To learn more, visit www.LLS.org. 
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